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In 2003, Nara embarked on the A-Z Project with international design team graf, which explored the narrative relationships between individuals and 
their environment, art and life, through the creation of 26 “houses” that respond to exhibition spaces around the world – such as the 2008 
installation at BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art in Gateshead. The 2009 documentary, Traveling with Nara, captured the artistic feat.

Nara’s first solo exhibition in New York, 2010’s Nobody’s Fool at the Asia Society, featured over 100 works spanning his earliest drawings from the 
1980s through mature explorations in painting, sculpture, ceramics, and large-scale installations.

“The older the work is, the more it appeals to me. The power of old works might owe to their 'naturalness.' Painters must have naturally breathed in 
the air and the wants of their time, then breathed out the reply through their work,” Nara reflected in 2013 during an in-depth conversation with 
author Hideo Furukawa about being an aging artist, solitude as a driving artistic force, inspiration, and the impact of the Tohoku Great Earthquake 
and Tsunami in 2011. “We can't tell what our time wants because of the noise surrounding us. To make matters worse, there is a system pushing 
artists to produce false 'wants' in our time. That's one of the factors that make more of what I call noise.”

Nara’s first solo exhibition in Hong Kong, in 2015, brought together paintings, mixed-media drawings, photographs, and sculptures to capture 
twenty years of the enigmatic artist’s explorations of interior life. “Instead of capturing one moment or creating something out of temporary 
emotion, I think I’m trying to create something more permanent in both artistic and aesthetic aspects,” Nara reflected in a video interview.
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In 2019, Chateau La Coste in Provence, France, brought together over 150 of NARA’s drawings to explore the artist’s relationship to the 
medium from his student days to the present. A “panoramic view” as Nara referred to it, of a lifelong pursuit as natural “as breathing 
itself,” the show “contemplates the relationship I have with drawing, or how I’ve been getting along with it over time… Drawings shows 
what’s inside, and then on the surface, there are paintings, sculptures and other works.”

Phaidon published a definitive study of Nara’s career, artistic practice, and life in 2020, which the artist praised as “a deep dive analysis 
into who I am as an individual. I think that the content may actually affect how the readers see. I am hopeful that people will come to 
understand the inner life of the pieces I’ve created through my sensibilities, blood, and sweat.”

Two major surveys of Nara’s work are scheduled to re-open to visitors in 2021. At Dallas Contemporary, paintings, drawings, and 
sculptures will trace the artist’s career from 2006. At LACMA, thirty years of work explore Nara’s interests in childhood, music, 
literature, Europe, Asia, and modern art. A monumental outdoor sculpture and an installation recreating his drawing studio complete
the expansive retrospective, which will travel to the Yuz Museum in Shanghai, Guggenheim Bilbao, and Kunsthal Rotterdam. The New 
York Times Style Magazine: Singapore dropped by his Tochigi Prefecture studio for a lighthearted conversation.

https://www.pacegallery.com/artists/yoshitomo-nara/
https://artdaily.cc/news/24703/Yoshitomo-Nara---graf-Present-A-to-Z-Project-Installation-at-Baltic-Centre-for-Contemporary-Art
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https://www.tsingapore.com/article/yoshitomo-nara-artist-interview
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Knife Behand Back, 2000
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Multi-media artist Yoshitomo Nara studied at the Aichi Prefectural University of the Arts in Nagakute, Japan, and the Kunstakademie (art academy) in Düsseldorf, Germany, in the 1980s 
and early 90s before rising to international acclaim. Private and prolific, Nara creates installations, sculptures, paintings, and drawings that merge global influences in pop culture, 
including Japanese anime and manga, American cartoons, punk rock, and folk music. He is best known for depictions of young children that embody an uneasy alliance between 
innocence and malevolence. Drawing has been a significant part of Nara’s practice since his time as a student in Japan and Germany. Rather than preparatory sketches or mock-ups for 
finished canvases, however, they are works of art unto themselves. This collection provides a glimpse of Nara’s deceptively simple and intuitively expressive, if ambiguous, range of 
young characters. 

Consistently resistant to labels, Nara reflected in 2015: “I am just trying to express individual things… To be honest, what I'd like to tell my audience is that they don't need to have 
knowledge about me or my work—as long as they can look at it face to face as an individual then the interpretation is up to them.”
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