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In 2007, ©MURAKAMI was organized by the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles as the first comprehensive 
retrospective to encompass Murakami’s works from the early 1990s until the early 2000s. The exhibition traveled to 
the Brooklyn Museum and the Guggenheim Bilbao.

Murakami took over the Palace of Versailles in 2010. See a photo series of the installation in The Guardian.

The Mori Art Museum installed MURAKAMI TAKASHI: THE 500 ARHATS in 2015, which was the Japanese premier of 
this epic, 100-meter-long painting by the artist.

Takashi Murakami: The Deep End of the Universe was on display at the Buffalo AKG Art Museum in 2017, featuring a 
series of paintings totaling over 150 feet in length.

In 2017, The MFA Boston launched Takashi Murakami: Lineage of Eccentrics, a Collaboration with Nobuo Tsuji and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. The project and exhibition created 
a dialogue between Murakami and the famed art historian, Nobuo Tsuji, who put Murakami’s work in conversation with Japanese masterpieces from the MFA’s collection. Read a 
review in the Boston Globe calling it: “Fun, fun, fun.”

Takashi Murakami: Under the Radiation Falls was installed at the Garage Museum of Contemporary Art in Moscow in 
2017, the first major survey of Murakami’s work in Russia. Read an “in the studio” profile in Wallpaper Magazine 
published before the exhibition’s opening. 

The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago organized Takashi Murakami: The Octopus Eats Its Own Leg in 2017, which 
later traveled to the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth and the Vancouver Art Gallery.

In 2019, MURAKAMI vs MURAKAMI was installed at Tai Kwun Contemporary in Hong Kong, a major survey exhibition 
featuring over 60 paintings and sculptures.

The Broad Museum launched Takashi Murakami: Stepping on the Tail of a Rainbow in 2022. Read an article published in 
The Art Newspaper about the artist’s engagement with Augmented Reality for the exhibition and a review in TimeOut.

Takashi Murakami: Monsterized was installed at the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco in 2023. Read articles in 
Wallpaper Magazine, Secret San Francisco, and SF Gate about the major exhibition. 

https://gagosian.com/artists/takashi-murakami/
https://www.perrotin.com/artists/Takashi_Murakami/12
http://en.gallery-kaikaikiki.com/category/artists/takashi_murakami/
https://www.moca.org/exhibition/cmurakami
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/murakami
https://www.guggenheim.org/exhibition/c-murakami
https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2010/sep/10/takashi-murakami-palace-versailles
https://www.mori.art.museum/contents/tm500/mobile/en/exhibition.html
https://buffaloakg.org/art/exhibitions/takashi-murakami-deep-end-universe
https://www.mfa.org/exhibitions/takashi-murakami
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2017/10/19/fun-fun-fun-with-takashi-murakami-mfa/qViCviODrCdZl4Q6LFHe6M/story.html
https://garagemca.org/en/exhibition/takashi-murakami
https://www.wallpaper.com/art/takashi-murakami-studio-visit-garage-museum-exhibition
https://mcachicago.org/exhibitions/2017/takashi-murakami-the-octopus-eats-its-own-leg
https://www.themodern.org/exhibition/3899
https://www.vanartgallery.bc.ca/exhibitions/takashi-murakami-the-octopus-eats-its-own-leg
https://www.taikwun.hk/en/programme/detail/murakami-vs-murakami/362
https://www.thebroad.org/art/special-exhibitions/takashi-murakami-stepping-tail-rainbow
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2022/06/02/murakami-the-broad
https://www.timeout.com/los-angeles/news/a-colorful-immersive-takashi-murakami-exhibition-is-coming-to-the-broad-021422
https://exhibitions.asianart.org/exhibitions/takashi-murakami-monsterized/
https://www.wallpaper.com/art/takashi-murakami-interview-unfamiliar-people-exhibition-san-francisco
https://secretsanfrancisco.com/murakami-exhibition-sf/
https://www.sfgate.com/sf-culture/article/takashi-murakami-sf-art-exhibit-18369575.php


MURAKAMI Takashi 村上隆(Japanese, b. 1962)
Homage to Francis Bacon (RED + BLACK Triptych), 2018
Acrylic, gold leaf and platinum leaf on canvas mounted on 
aluminum frame

Private Collection; L2023:97.1a-c

Takashi Murakami is one of today’s most influential 
contemporary artists. Known for his playful work that 
blurs the line between commercial and fine art, 
Murakami’s flowers, monsters, and other whimsical 
creatures have become emblems of postwar Japanese art 
and culture. Though the artist often engages with the 
legacies of Japanese art history, Homage to Francis Bacon 
(RED + BLACK Triptych) pays tribute to the Irish-born 
British figurative painter Francis Bacon (1909-1992). The 
format recreates Bacon’s iconic triptychs, such as Three 
Studies for Figures at the Base of a Crucifixion (1944), 
using Murakami’s psychedelic colors and otherworldly 
figures. The artist first began recreating Bacon’s 
compositions in 2003 and continues to admire and 
engage with Bacon’s intense depictions of the human 
form. 

On view January 24 – April 28, 2024

Francis Bacon
Three Studies for Figures at the Base of a Crucifixion, 1944
Oil and pastel on board
Tate Britain


