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Book list for teaching symbolism:

K-6 Grade Books

Red Kite, Blue Kite

by Ji-li Jiang, Greg Ruth (lllustrations)

When Tai Shan and his father, Baba, fly kites from their roof and look down at the crowded city
streets below, they feel free, like the kites. Baba loves telling Tai Shan stories while the kites--one
red, and one blue--rise, dip, and soar together. Then, a bad time comes. People wearing red
armbands shut down the schools, smash store signs, and search houses. Baba is sent away, and
Tai Shan goes to live with Granny Wang. Though father and son are far apart, they have a secret
way of staying close. Every day they greet each other by flying their kites-one red, and one blue-
until Baba can be free again, like the kites.

Inspired by the dark time of the Cultural Revolutionin China, this is a soaring tale of hope that
will resonate with anyone who has ever had to love from a distance.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15818591-red -kite-blue-Kite

A Chair for My Mother

by Vera B. Williams
After their home is destroyed by a fire, Rosa, her mother and grandmother save their coins to buy
a really comfortable chair for all to enjoy.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/835202.A Chair for My Mother

Here | Am

by Patti Kim, Sonia Sanchez (illustrator)

Newly arrived from their faraway homeland, a boy and his family enter into the lights, noise, and
traffic of a busy American city in this dazzling wordless picture book. The language is unfamiliar.
Food, habits, games, and gestures are puzzling. They boy clings tightly to his special keepsake
from home and wonders how he will find his way. How will he once again become the happy,
confident kid he used to be? Walk in his shoes as he takes the first tentative steps toward
discovering joy in his new world. A poignant and affirming view of the immigrant experience.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17658592-here-i-am

5-8 Grade Books

Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party

by Ying Chang Compestine

Nine-year-old Ling is very comfortable in her life; her parents are both dedicated surgeons in the
best hospital in Wuhan. But when Comrade Li, one of Mao's political officers, moves into a room
in their apartment, Ling begins to witness the gradual disintegration of her world. In an
atmosphere of increasing mistrust, Ling fears for the safety of her neighbors and, soon, for
herself and family. Over the course of four years, Ling manages to grow and blossom, even as she
suffers more horrors than many people face in a lifetime.



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/791602.Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party?ac=1&f
rom search=true&qgid=CSOvsObEaD &rank=1

Esperanza Rising

by Pam Mufioz Ryan

Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have
fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama
to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm
workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she
now faces. When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her
difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/89763.Esperanza Rising

Bud, Not Buddy

by Christopher Paul Curtis

It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may be a motherlessboy
on the run, but Bud's got a few things going for him: He has his own suitcase full of special
things. He's the author of Bud Caldwell's Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making
a Better Liar Out of Yourself.

His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue: flyers advertising Herman E.
Calloway and his famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the Depression! Bud's got an idea that
those flyers will lead him to his father. Once he decides to hit the road and find this mystery man,
nothing can stop him--not hunger, not fear, not vampires, not even Herman E. Calloway himself.
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/368468.Bud Not Buddy?from search=true&from s

rp=true&gid=00NGH7RjfM&rank=1




