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Watch a video by the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art about Ray’s photographic inventions: “’Crimes Against Photography’: Man Ray and the 
Rayograph.” 

“When they said I was ahead of my times, I said, ‘No I’m not, I’m of my time, you are behind the times.” In 2006, the Heckscher Museum of Art 
opened Man Ray in the Age of Electricity. Read an article that considers Ray’s innovative approach to photography and a review in the New York 
Times by Benjamin Gennochio, “Photographs So Electrifying, You Can Feel Them.”

Man Ray: African Art Through the Modernist Lens examined the role of photography in understanding African objects as art in the 1920s and 1930s. 
The exhibition was organized by International Art & Artists and traveled to the Phillips Collection, the University of New Mexico Art Museum, the 
University of Virginia Art Museum, and the University of British Columbia. 
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The Legion of Honor in San Francisco installed Man Ray/Lee Miller: Partners in Surrealism in 2012. The 
exhibition covered the creative interaction between these two artists , who lived together in Paris as 
teacher/student and later as lovers. Listen to an NPR story about Ray’s and Miller’s relationship 

In 2013, Man Ray: Portraits was on display at the National Portrait Gallery in London, the first major 
museum exhibition of his photographic portraits, with 150 prints on display. Read a review in Art Daily. 

Man Ray – Human Equations: A Journey from Mathematics to Shakespeare was at the Phillips Collection in 2015, exploring the intersection of 
art and science in early 20th century modern art movements.  

Read a 2015  article in Artnet, “8 Things We Learned from Man Ray on His 125th Birthday.”

Ray has had many major exhibitions in the 2020s. Read a review of Man Ray and Fashion (2020-2021) at the Musée du Luxembourg in Paris, 
“The Seductive Mysogyny of Man Ray.” Man Ray: Images, Dreams, and Love (2021-2022) was installed at M WOODS, the artist’s first 
exhibition in China and largest to date in Asia. In 2022, Cashiers d’Art in Paris installed an exhibition that recreated a 1935 exhibition by the 
artist at the same gallery. 

In 2022, the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts launched Man Ray: The Paris Years, which exhibited his portraits completed between 1921 and 
1940 in the French capital city. Watch a video about the exhibition’s subjects and read a review in The Art Newspaper about how the museum 
theatrically told the story. The curator’s opening talk is also available to watch online. 

http://www.manraytrust.com/
https://www.moma.org/artists/3716
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/man-ray-1563
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/man-ray-3094
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2umyxWJslJY
https://www.antiquesandthearts.com/developing-the-art-of-photography-man-ray-in-the-age-of-electricity/
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/02/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/04licul.html
https://www.artsandartists.org/wordpress2019/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/AfricanArtsFinal.pdf
https://www.phillipscollection.org/event/2009-10-09-man-ray-african-art-and-modernist-lens
https://www.kunm.org/entertainment/2010-04-30/man-ray-african-art-and-the-modernist-lens
https://news.virginia.edu/content/uva-art-museum-presents-man-ray-african-art-and-modernist-lens-featuring-recently-discovered
https://moa.ubc.ca/exhibition/man-ray-african-art-and-the-modernist-lens/
https://legionofhonor.famsf.org/legion/exhibitions/man-ray-lee-miller-partners-surrealism
https://www.npr.org/2011/08/20/139766533/much-more-than-a-muse-lee-miller-and-man-ray
https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/man-ray-portraits/exhibition/
https://artdaily.cc/news/60586/A-major-photographic-exhibition--Man-Ray-Portraits--opens-at-the-National-Portrait-Gallery-
https://www.phillipscollection.org/event/2015-02-06-man-ray-human-equations
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/artist-man-ray-birthday-advice-327933
https://hyperallergic.com/626406/man-ray-and-fashion-review-musee-du-luxembourg/
https://museeduluxembourg.fr/en/node/6499
https://www.mwoods.org/Man-Ray-Images-Dreams-and-Love
https://www.cahiersdart.com/en/exhibitions/man-ray/
https://vmfa.museum/exhibitions/exhibitions/man-ray-paris-years/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGstkvyo7ck
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2021/11/10/man-ray-exhibition-in-virginia-transports-visitors-to-the-past-while-staying-planted-in-the-present
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRwtgzMc9iU
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Photographer and painter Man Ray was an influential figure in the Dada and Surrealist 
movements of the 20th century. The artist lived in Paris until the Second World War, 
where he met and fell in love with Alice Prin (1901-1953), a model and artist who was 
known as Kiki de Montparnasse (Queen of Montparnasse). Le Violon d’Ingres is perhaps 
Ray’s most famous artwork. The image centers on Kiki’s elongated, nude back with a 
violin’s f-holes superimposed on her skin in a way that likens her body with the 
instrument. Using techniques of “rayograph,” multiple exposures, re-photographing 
negatives, and hand painting, the artwork is a testament to the artist’s skill in many 
mediums. Le Violon d’Ingres is also an homage to the Neoclassical painter Jean-
Auguste-Dominque Ingres (1780-1867), who not only inspired Ray’s approach to the 
female nude but also hoped to be recognized equally for his work as a painter and 
violinist. 
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