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One of the questions that Transatlantic Studies needs to remain aware of as it becomes a relevant critical perspective is its methodological approaches. I have argued elsewhere that critical practices like Alberto Moreira’s third space, comparisons in triangulation, as well as a supplementary vision of Transatlantic Studies are three strategies among others that can offer new understandings of Iberian and Latin American culture and literature. In this essay, however, I will explore the medieval concepts of translatio imperii et studii which provide us with a useful perspective on the processes of transfer of power and knowledge. Tradition tells us that translatio imperii signifies the transfer and legitimating of power from one civilization to another. Associated with this transfer of dominance (economic or military) are hegemonic forms of knowledge that normally accompany it. Although studii referred to intellectual influence, the concept has been recently used by scholars (Cheyfitz) to explain the indoctrination and incorporation of the “barbarians” into colonial western epistemologies and languages. Drawing from Walter Mignolo’s work on colonial epistemologies I will explore whether taking into consideration the structures that transfer power and knowledge and revealing the hierarchical apparatus that holds in place the millenary teleology of empire will be enough for Transatlantic Studies to decolonialize the ideological structures of the discipline that have dominated studies of Iberian and Latin American literatures and cultures.
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