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Ethical questions about human trafficking during times of dictatorship:  Kidnapped children in Spain and Argentina
This paper will analyze those visual and literary texts whose main objective is to recover the identities of children who were kidnapped from their biological parents during the most recent dictatorships in Spain (1939-1975) and Argentina (1976-1983). The narratives that will be examined in these pages denounce the violation of human rights perpetrated by these regimes while attempting to find the identities of the thousands of missing children who were kidnapped and then given away because of their parents’ anti-totalitarian ideology that made them political targets of the governing dictatorships. This paper will concentrate on texts from a transatlantic perspective that are, in a sense, rebelling against the entrenched legacy of these dictatorships. In order to demonstrate the ethical compromise that the discovery of human trafficking brings to light, I will focus on cultural productions from Spain and Argentina, such as headline news, testimonies, documentaries, films, novels, and other works that aim to raise social awareness. A project of this scope will dramatically contribute to the current discussions and debates that are taking place regarding historical memory in Spain and Latin America. Recovering the voices of these missing children is the first step in the rewriting of our history.
All the documents that will be analyzed challenge the shades of oblivion and serve as weapons of resistance against the Official History of these dictatorships. Mostly, they fight social apathy by denouncing the systematic violation of human rights, the loss of innocent lives, the dictatorial repressions, and the ghostly disappearance of thousands of children during these regimes. Additionally, by finding clues about the missing and kidnapped children, one can heal historical scars and recover the stolen identities of so many people who still lack a name, a history, and a life. Finally, the silenced voices of those children who will never be able to tell their stories and whose parents suffered oppression under the dictatorial regimes of Spain and Argentina will be brought to light and remembered, so that, in spite of being left out of the official history, they don’t become ghosts of the past.

