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Visit Benton’s home and studio on your next trip to Kansas City! Read an article about the site in KCUR.

Read the transcript of a 1964 oral history interview with Benton about his mural, Independence and the Opening of the West (1961), archived in the
Harry S. Truman Library. Other oral history interviews are archived at Columbia University (1972) and the Archives of American Art (1973).

In 1985, Georgetown University’s Charles Marvin Fairchild Memorial Gallery installed Rural America Revisited with Thomas Hart Benton, John Steuart
Curry and Grant Wood. Full documentation, including the catalogue, are available on the gallery’s website.

Esteemed documentary filmmaker Ken Burns made a film about Benton in 1988. Watch clips or the entire documentary on PBS.

The Whitney Museum of American Art held a major retrospective exhibition in 1989. Read a review of the exhibition published in the New York Times.

Read a 2014 article in Smithsonian Magazine about Benton’s famed America Today mural at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, completed in 1931.

In 2015, the Peabody Essex Museum, the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, and the Amon Carter Museum co-organized American Epics: Thomas Hart
Benton and Hollywood. It was the first major exhibition of Benton’s work in over 25 years, exploring the previously overlooked relationship between his
art and movie making, particularly silent films. Read areview of the PEM edition in The Arts Fuse by Franklin Einspruch and a rebuttal in the same
publication by Charles Ciuliano. Another article was published in the New Yorker by Louis Menand, “The Bump and the Hollow of
Thomas Hart Benton.” Glasstire published a review of the AC edition by Peter Lucas.

Benton, 1935
Photograph: Carl Van Vechten

Watch an “Up Close At Home” feature on Benton with Spencer Museum of Art curator Kate Meyer from 2020.
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An American Masterwork: Thomas Hart Benton’s “Sources of Country Music” at 50 was an exhibition in 2023 celebrating the
artist’s mural in the Country Music Hall of Fame, which was his final painting. Watch a panel discussion about the commission.

In 2024, Schoelkopf Gallery installed Thomas Hart Benton: Where Does the West Begin? The exhibition featured 48 paintings and
works on paper drawn from the Thomas Hart Benton Trust.

The Naval History and Heritage Command in Washington, D.C. holds several of Benton’s artworks documenting the submarine USS
Dorado and LSTs along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Exhibitions with the works ave been held at the Chrysler Museum of Art in

Benton in his Kansas City studio, ca. 1970s 2017 and the MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History in 2026.
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https://www.thomashartbenton.com/
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/thomas-hart-benton-358
https://www.nga.gov/artists/953-thomas-hart-benton
https://www.thomashartbenton.com/museums-galleries/thomas-hart-benton-historical-home-studio-site
https://www.kcur.org/arts-life/2022-12-31/a-guide-to-the-home-and-studio-of-thomas-hart-benton-kansas-citys-most-prolific-painter
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/oral-histories/benton
https://findingaids.library.columbia.edu/archives/cul-17026221_aspace_b6145786965df600e63e061b9f160621
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-thomas-hart-benton-12796
https://library.georgetown.edu/exhibition/rural-america-revisited-thomas-hart-benton-john-steuart-curry-and-grant-wood
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/thomas-hart-benton/#watch
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/11/17/arts/review-art-at-whitney-a-look-back-at-thomas-hart-benton.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/story-behind-thomas-hart-bentons-incredible-masterwork-1-180953405/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/499559
https://www.pem.org/exhibitions/american-epics-thomas-hart-benton-and-hollywood
https://nelson-atkins.org/art/exhibitions/american-epics/
https://nelson-atkins.org/art/exhibitions/american-epics/
https://nelson-atkins.org/art/exhibitions/american-epics/
https://www.cartermuseum.org/exhibitions/american-epics-thomas-hart-benton-and-hollywood
https://artsfuse.org/129899/fuse-visual-arts-the-art-of-thomas-hart-benton-patriotic-correctness/
https://artsfuse.org/130274/fuse-counter-view-celebrating-the-art-of-thomas-hart-benton/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/the-bump-and-the-hollow-of-thomas-hart-benton
https://glasstire.com/2016/02/14/benton-vs-dream-factory/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCGtkDRhDbE
https://www.countrymusichalloffame.org/press/releases/benton-anniversary-exhibit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTEJmRZE6FU
https://schoelkopfgallery.com/exhibitions/38-thomas-hart-benton-where-does-the-west-begin/overview/
https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/art/travelling-exhibits/the-art-of-thomas-hart-benton.html
https://chrysler.org/exhibition/thomas-hart-benton-and-the-navy/
https://www.littlerock.com/events/world-war-ii-artwork-of-thomas-hart-benton-opening/
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Thomas Hart Benton (American, 1889-1975)
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“Martha’s Vineyard had a profound effect on me. The relaxing sea air, the hot sand on the beaches where we loafed naked, the great and continuous drone of the surf, broke down
most of the tenseness which life in the cities had given me.... It feed my art from the dominance of narrow urban conceptions and put me in a psychological condition to face America.”
—Thomas Hart Benton

Benton was one of the most impactful painters of the 20" century. As a leader of the Regionalist movement, he built a prolific career depicting people and scenes of rural America. In
1920, Benton first traveled to the island of Martha’s Vinyard, where he would continue to summer for over 50 years. Menemsha is a serene depiction of the pond where he had a small
cottage. The painting has been part of the family’s collection for decades and has not been publicly displayed since its completion.

On view July 22 — October 25, 2026
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