
Báez, 2018
Photograph: Marc A. Hermann

Artist Resources – Firelei Báez (Dominican-American, b. 1981)
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Báez at Hauser & Wirth  Báez on Art21                Báez on Instagram

Firelei Báez: Joy out of Fire was at the Studio Museum in Harlem in 2018, focusing on the artist’s interest in representing Afro -Caribbean / 
Afro-Latina women.  

Read a 2020 profile on the artist in Cultured Magazine by Hilarie M. Sheets and a transcript of an interview for the Smithsonian’s Archives of 
American Art Fernanda Espinosa. 

In 2023, Hauser & Wirth announced representation of Báez with the gallery. Her first solo exhibition was installed in 2024 at the Los Angeles 
space: Firelei Báez: The fact that it amazes me does not mean I relinquish it. Watch a video posted by the gallery with an interview in the 
artist’s studio and documentation of the artist’s conversation with Essence Harden upon the opening of the exhibition. Also read an article 
about the exhibition in The Art Newspaper. 

In 2023, the Louisiana Museum of Modern Art in Denmark organized Firelei Báez: Trust Memory Over History. Watch a video on the 
Louisiana Channel about the artists’ preparation for the exhibition. The show later traveled to the Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg as her first solo

museum exhibition in Germany, featuring paintings and paper installations.

Firelei Báez opened at the ICA Boston in 2024, kicking of the artist’s first North American survey exhibition. The exhibition 
later traveled to the Vancouver Art Gallery and the Des Moines Art Center. Framed by the artist: “My works are propositions, 
meant to create alternate pasts and potential futures, questioning history and culture in order to provide space for 

reassessing the present.” Watch an “Ask the Artist” interview produced by the Vancouver edition of the exhibition, where the 
artist answers questions from visitors. The ICA also produced a short interview about “Art as a Tool of Survival.” Read a 
review of the Boston exhibition in The Observer and in the Boston Art Review. 

South London Gallery in the UK installed Firelei Báez: Sueño de la Madrugada (A Midnight’s Dream) in 2024. The exhibition 

was her first solo presentation in the UK, featuring immersive installations and large abstract paintings. Watch an “In the 
studio” video produced by the gallery and read reviews in The Guardian and ArtReview. 

Watch a 2024 conversation at the Arkansas Museum of Art with the artist and Wangechi Mutu, where the two had an in-
depth conversation about their personal histories, creative practices, and what it means to be a world-building artist.

https://www.hauserwirth.com/artists/firelei-baez/
https://art21.org/artist/firelei-baez/
https://www.instagram.com/fireleibaez/
https://www.studiomuseum.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez
https://www.culturedmag.com/article/2020/05/17/firelei-baezs-time-and-space
https://www.aaa.si.edu/download_pdf_transcript/ajax?record_id=edanmdm-AAADCD_item_26423
https://www.hauserwirth.com/news/welcoming-firelei-baez-to-hauser-and-wirth/
https://www.hauserwirth.com/hauser-wirth-exhibitions/firelei-baez-fall2024/
https://www.hauserwirth.com/hauser-wirth-exhibitions/firelei-baez-fall2024/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5RnQDEv6tw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJurpgac7DM
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/11/19/firelei-baez-interview-exhibitions-hauser-wirth-los-angeles-vancouver-art-gallery
https://louisiana.dk/en/exhibition/firelei-baez/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ht5o3mfMsDw
https://www.kunstmuseum.de/en/exhibition/firelei-baez-trust-memory-over-history/
https://www.icaboston.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez-0/
https://www.vanartgallery.bc.ca/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://desmoinesartcenter.org/art/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiCCmbnQ-LA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_3HOGLzNiQ
https://observer.com/2024/05/exhibitions-art-review-firelei-baez-ica-boston/
https://www.bostonartreview.com/read/firelei-baez-can-i-pass-ica-boston
https://www.southlondongallery.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://www.southlondongallery.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://www.southlondongallery.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://www.southlondongallery.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://www.southlondongallery.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://www.southlondongallery.org/exhibitions/firelei-baez/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_OqESSXovU&t=1s
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/article/2024/jul/02/firelei-baez-review-bring-on-the-furry-ciguapas-magnetic-visions-of-diaspora
https://artreview.com/firelei-baez-sueno-de-la-madrugada-a-midnights-dream-south-london-gallery-review-leela-keshav/#:~:text=It%20is%20immersive%2C%20but%20not,vantage%20point%20or%20universalising%20epistemology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1UWDcE2u4Y


Firelei Báez (Dominican-American, b. 1981)
A power visible to itself (to be spoken, complete), 2024
Acrylic on canvas

Shah Garg Collection; L2024:42.1

Firelei Báez was born in Santiago de los Caballeros, on the border 
between the Dominican Republic and Haiti. She moved with her 
family to Miami at the age of eight and relocated to New York in 2001 
to attend Cooper Union, Hunter College, and the Skowhegan School 
of Painting and Sculpture. Her work is inspired by memories growing 
up in Hispaniola, weaving together elements of Vodou symbolism, 
folklore, ritual, and colonial histories. A power visible to itself (to be 
spoken, complete) is part of a series of large-scale paintings focused 
on the ciguapa, or a mythical creature in Dominican folklore. The 
elusive figure is nestled in a fantastically colorful landscape, reading a 
copy The Famished Road by the Nigerian-British writer Ben Okri.  
  

On view July 30 – November 2, 2025
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