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Artist Resources – Martin Kippenberger (German, 1953-1997)
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Read a 1991 interview with Jutta Koether and Martin Kippenberger from Flash Art International No. 156.

In 2006, Martin Kippenberger was at Tate Modern as the first major exhibition to explore Kippenberger's work in the United Kingdom. 

Dieter Roth, Martin Kippenberger was at Hauser & Wirth's Coppermill space in London's East End in 2006. The exhibition brought together 
the two artists' work with particular attention to their collage and assemblage practices. 

The 2009 exhibition Martin Kippenberger: The Problem Perspective was organized by MOCA Los Angeles as the first major retrospective of 
the artist's work in the United States, including paintings, sculptures, works on paper, installations, multiples, photographs, posters, 
announcement cards, and books. The exhibition then traveled to the Museum of Modern Art in New York. Read reviews in Frieze Magazine, 
New York Magazine, and the New York Times. 

The Museo Picasso Málaga installed Kippenberger meets Picasso in 2011, 
bringing together 55 artworks, 48 books, and 73 posters by Kippenberger that 
engage with Picasso's legacy.

In 2013, the Hamburger Banhof Museum for Contemporary Art launched Martin Kippenberger: Sehr Gut | Very Good. Read 
a review in Bomb Magazine by Karen Rester and watch a video of the press preview on YouTube.

Martin Kippenberger: heute denken – morgen fertig was at Galerie Max Hetzler's Berlin gallery in 2023, featuring works 
from the 1980s and 1990s gathered together from private collections. The exhibition commemorated the 16th solo 
exhibition of the artist's work with the gallery, which held his first solo show in Stuttgart in 1981. 

Read a 2024 artnet article by Emily Steer about Kippenberger's Untitled (from the Lantern Series) (1989) on view at the 
Bourse de Commerce – Pinault Collection. 

https://gagosian.com/artists/martin-kippenberger/
https://www.skarstedt.com/artists/martin-kippenberger
https://www.maxhetzler.com/artists/martin-kippenberger
https://www.moma.org/artists/3111-martin-kippenberger
https://flash---art.com/article/martin-kippenberger/
https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/martin-kippenberger
https://www.hauserwirth.com/hauser-wirth-exhibitions/2909-dieter-roth-martin-kippenberger/
https://www.moca.org/exhibition/martin-kippenberger-the-problem-perspective
https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/298
https://www.frieze.com/article/martin-kippenberger-2
https://nymag.com/arts/art/reviews/54940/
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/27/arts/design/27kipp.html
https://www.museopicassomalaga.org/en/exposiciones/kippenberger-meets-picasso
https://www.smb.museum/en/exhibitions/detail/martin-kippenberger-sehr-gut-very-good/
https://bombmagazine.org/articles/2013/06/20/martin-kippenberger-sehr-gut-very-good/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OVb3PSwdkU
https://www.maxhetzler.com/exhibitions/martin-kippenberger-heute-denken-morgen-fertig
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/kippenberger-drunk-streetlamp-2488781


Martin Kippenberger (German, 1953-1976-1977)
Uno di voi, un Tedesco in Firenze, 2021
Oil on canvas, 56 parts

Private Collection; L2024:103.7

Born and raised in West Germany, Martin Kippenberger began his studies at the University of Fine Arts of Hamburg. He is known as one of the most prominent West German artists to 
emerge in the 1980s, appreciated for his anarchic sense of humor and a wide-ranging practice that encompassed painting, sculpture, installations, and the design of distinctive posters for 
his own exhibitions. Early in his career, in 1976, he became disillusioned with art school and moved to Florence, Italy, with the intention to pursue acting. Instead, Kippenberger painted 
Uno di voi, un Tedesco in Firenze (One of You, a German in Florence), a series of 84 paintings depicting his new surroundings in a monochromatic, photorealistic style. This group of 56 
works includes portraits, cityscapes, and still lifes that document his everyday encounters and experiences. As art historian Rudolf Schmitz writes: “For the most part, Kippenberger’s 
experiences in Florence are quite banal—looking for a room, language difficulties, shopping; encounters with tourists, discos—albeit ennobled by the task he has set himself: to paint a 
picture every morning and every afternoon.”
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