
Artful Animals

Symbolism and Representation



Animals in Art

Questions to think about:

● How are animals represented in art? 
● Are they real or mythical? 
● Do they have fins, fur, or feathers? 
● Can you see the animals easily or do you have to take a “good 

look” in order to find them? 
● How do people or different cultures interact with animals in the 

artwork? 



Dragons represent protection from evil

China



Cranes represent honor, good fortune and longevity.

Japan



Korea

Tigers represent protection from evil and Magpies represent good luck



What does your animal or animals represent?

● Dog
● Cat
● Bird
● Fish
● Snake
● Mouse
● Bug



Coen’s Art

“Fire Panda”  4th grade 2023, oil pastel and pencil

● Animal- Red Panda 
● Symbolizes- Fun Times/ 

Playful


