
Design Thinking
Elements and Principles



Art and Design

Like Cake!

● Elements are the ingredients.
● Principles are how the ingredients are 

mixed together.

This equals a Composition!





China

Hung Liu, “Dynasties” 2012, mixed-media



Japan

Mori Yoshitoshi, “Seated Fudo Myoo” 1981, Showa period, stencil 
print, color ink on paper



Korean

“Tiger and Magpies” 19th-20th century, Joseon period, color ink 
and gold on paper



Composition Types

Still Life

Landscape

Abstract



Create a Composition

● What type of composition would I like to create?
● Will my composition be an abstract basic design using shape and color?
● Will my composition be a landscape?
● Will my composition be a still-life from my imagination?
● What elements and principles do I want to use to engage my viewers?


