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Chapter Abstract:

During the Franco dictatorship in Spain (1939-1975) and the Pinochet regime in Chile (1973-1990), authors living in exile wrote an extraordinary number of novels and memoirs about the emotional and physical divides produced by the violent military coups. But as we know, thousands of dissidents remained in Spain and Chile and experienced an internal exile, enduring disconnection and loss within their homeland. This chapter examines the narrative projects of Spanish novelist Almudena Grandes and Chilean author Ana María del Río to discuss the interrelated discourses of political and gendered violence, inner exile, loss and longing in contemporary Spanish and Chilean historical fiction. My analysis focuses specifically on the novels El lector de Julio Verne (2012) and Óxido de Carmen (1988) in order to shed light upon how narrative strategies may be used to raise compelling questions about the intersections of discrimination, children’s socialization and resistance. El lector de Julio Verne is a coming of age story narrated by Nino, a nine-year-old son of a civil guard – now an adult reflecting on his formative years—1947 to 1949. Through the lens of childhood memories, the author envisions radical acts of collective responsibility and resistance to the discrimination of political and cultural “others”, as well as alternatives to the class and gender structures of Franco’s Spain. Óxido de Carmen also explores how children grapple with and defy the toxic systems that segregate and stigmatize based on gender, class, race and nation. But whereas Almudena Grandes imbues the experience of political persecution and inner exile with a sense of fellowship and traces the survival of a community resistant to the gendered and class mythologies of nationalist hegemonic practices, Ana María del Río mourns the destruction of a potential feminist genealogy by social institutions and militarized masculinity. This research ultimately engages new questions about the representation of dictatorial memories in the wake of state-sponsored violence and the decimation of leftist collectivities in modern Spain and Chile. 

